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of the proprietors were thereby secured, and the
Company at the same time enabled to discharge all
the obligations which might be imposed on them,
with advantage to the State and credit to themselves.
Mr. Grant did not dispute the propriety of the
conditions contended for by the chairman, but he
said, the opponents of the Company complained
that, from the difficulties and obstacles to which
he had alluded, they were unable to make out their
case, and could not, therefore, continue to take the
lead: he thought, therefore, that it devolved upon
the Company to come forward and shew grounds
for the renewal of the charter. It was properly
answered, that in reality the case of the Company
was established by the failure of their opponents,
and that when the Company petitioned parliament,
they would be prepared to shew the expediency
of maintaining the present system. Finally, the
necessity, in reference to the numerous engage-
ments of the Company at home and abroad, of an
early communication of the views of government
was pressed upon the president of the Board. Mr.
Grant then said, that as it would not be possible to
accomplish the presentation of a petition from the
Company during the session, there was no alterna-
tive but for himself to take a more direct and lead-
ing part in the proceedings of the committee, than
under ordinary circumstances he should have deemed
it expedient for a minister in his situation to adopt,
This, it will be recollected, was the very course
recommended by Mr. Hume, and by him alone, in
the House of Commons, on the preceding day.